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The ABCs of Switzerland.

April 26, 2023.



Housekeeping guidelines. 

La
ke

 G
en

ev
a,

 V
au

d.



Housekeeping.

§ You can use the Q&A box during the whole Swiss Talk to ask any questions 
you might have. Please use ONLY the Q&A box and not the chat function. 
The poll function will also be activated for live questions. The person with the 
most correct answers will win a surprise package. 

§ The whole presentation will be available on our media corner: 
www.MySwitzerland.com/media

§ If you have any other questions or comments, do not hesitate to contact us 
through the following e-mail : media.northamerica@switzerland.com
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Divine Bonga
Head of Media & Communications
North America
Media relations contact for tri-states
New York

Laura Fairweather
Media Relations Manager Canada and 
Midwest USA
Toronto

Lucie Cottier
Support Media and Promotion
New York

Matteo Zala
Support Media and Promotion
New York

Fabio Zurmühle
Social Media Manager North America
Media Relations Manager Eastern USA and Texas
New York

Manuela Hess
Media Relations Manager Western USA
Los Angeles

Our Media Team North America.



Travel regulations.

Switzerland is fully open!
§ With effect from 2 May 2022, all remaining countries were removed from the SEM risk country list. This means that entry 

into Switzerland from all countries in the world is again possible as it was before the pandemic.

§ Testing possibilities:
§ On boarding and entry to Switzerland: no PCR or rapid test required for fully vaccinated guests.
§ Testing sites at Zurich airport. Find more information here.
§ Testing sites listed per canton can be found here.

§ Masks:
§ Masks are not compulsory in Switzerland.

§ Find relevant information and updates on our website: MySwitzerland.com/open
6

https://fly.enderdiagnostics.com/home-2/
https://www.stnet.ch/app/uploads/2021/09/Liste-der-kantonalen-Testorte.pdf
https://www.myswitzerland.com/en-us/planning/transport-accommodation/travel-to-switzerland/covid-19-what-is-opening-and-when/


Geography.

W
er

de
nb

er
g,

 S
t. 

G
al

le
n



Heart of Europe.
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§ Fly SWISS or Edelweiss.
Flights to ZRH from (SWISS):

§ New York (JFK) 14x/weekly

§ New York (EWR) 7x/weekly

§ Miami 7x/weekly

§ Boston 7x/weekly

§ Chicago 7x/weekly

§ Los Angeles 7x/weekly (6x/weekly in Dec. & Mar.)

§ San Francisco  6x/weekly

§ Montreal 6x/weekly

Flights to GVA from (SWISS):

§ New York (JFK) (7x/weekly)

Flights to ZRH operated by Edelweiss Air: 

§ Tampa (2x/weekly Summer 2023)

§ Las Vegas (3x/weekly Summer 2023)

§ Vancouver (4x/weekly Summer 2023)

§ Denver (3x/weekly Summer 2023)

§ Calgary (2x/weekly Summer 2023)
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Regions of Switzerland.

• 26 cantons
• Bern is the capital

• 15,943.4 sq mi
• 8.5 M inhabitants
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Languages of Switzerland.
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Languages of Switzerland.
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German: 62.6 %

French: 22.9%

Italian: 8.2%

Romansh: 0.5%



Romansh: The forgotten language of the Swiss 
Alps.

§ 40,000 people
§ 5 different dialects
§ Rumantsch Grischun (Graubunden) as a 

standard written form
§ Declared endangered by UNESCO

13



Topography.
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Topography.
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§ 1500 lakes
§ 56% of Swiss energy is 

produced by hydropower.



Grand Train Tour of Switzerland.
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News: Some mountain railways turn 130 years old.
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Schynige Platte Railway

Brienz Rothorn Railway

Stanserhorn Railway

Wengernalp Railway



News: Glacier Ride II connects Zermatt with 
Cervinia.
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§ Opening on July 1st, 
2023
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Swiss history.
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The legend of William Tell.
Altdorf, Uri.



Swiss Guard at Vatican City.
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News: VR - Travelling back to 1850 in Geneva.
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Swiss traditions.
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Désalpe (Alpabzug).
Central Switzerland.



News: "Locals know it best.", Basel.
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Swiss fun facts.
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Do not lose the bread in the fondue pot!



News: Get a taste of Geneva with the Choco Pass.
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Swiss fountains.
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The Guinea pig(s*).
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US Cities named after Swiss cities.



23 places called Geneva in America.
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Summer news 2023.
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Q&A.
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Thank you.




