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WELCOME TO THE
LAKE GENEVA & MATTERHORN REGION !

The Lake Geneva & Matterhorn Region stretches from the thriving international metropolis of Gene-
va through Lausanne, Montreux Riviera, across the majestic Matterhorn and surrounding resorts of 
Aletsch Arena, Leukerbad, Verbier, Saas-Fee and Zermatt. Combining the very best of everything – lakes, 
mountains, rural countryside, bustling city life and business opportunities – the region is said to be a mi-
crocosm of the entire country.

Here at the crossroads of Europe, a visitor finds international shopping, world-class culture, famous spas, 
world-class skiing, vineyards, lodging at Grande dame hotels and charming chalets, and so much more. 
Home to more than 200 international organizations, the Lake Geneva & Matterhorn Region maintains a 
long tradition as a leading destination for business gatherings and incentive travel.

At every turn, one is delighted by new discoveries – a classic storybook village, a contemporary archi-
tectural style, a breath-taking view. Colorful festivals and events showcase the region’s cultural tradi-
tions and are held throughout the year in virtually every city and village. This is also Switzerland’s most 
well-known food and wine growing region, thanks to its many scenic vineyards, elegant Michelin-star 
restaurants, and casual local establishments. 

The Lake Geneva & Matterhorn Region is at the center of the efficient Swiss transportation system, 
which includes, trains, cable cars and turn-off-the-century steamers that provide seamless transpor-
tation to every corner of the region many major cities throughout Switzerland and Europe. Further, air 
transportation is available from most major international gateways into Geneva International Airport. 



GENEVA

WHAT TO EXPECT IN 2020 ?

Located in a prime position in the heart of Europe, the city’s natural landscape consisting of the Rhône 
River, Lake Geneva and the impressive Alps is unparalleled. Here you can travel from the enchanting 
banks of the largest lake in Western Europe to the foot of Mont-Blanc, the highest mountain of the conti-
nent, in just one hour. Spend your mornings biking in Geneva’s vineyards and your afternoons shopping 
at exclusive boutiques. In Geneva, anything is possible! From the mythical birthplace of fine watchma-
king and the renowned international district up to the exquisite restaurants that let you indulge into the 
pleasures of fine dining, Geneva has everything to ensure you have a magical visit and leave the city 
dazzled.

Geneva is in the center of Europe and therefore just a stone’s throw away – by any transportation: more 
than 130 direct flights, three hours from Zurich or from Paris by train, direct connections by bus to Swit-
zerland’s largest coach station, or by car via major motorways. A perfect hub to start your Switzerland 
Grand Tour! 

Visit www.geneve.com for more information. 

HIGHLIGHT EVENT – WATCHES & WONDERS GENEVA

For its 30th edition in April 2020 in Geneva, Salon International de la Haute Horlogerie (SIHH) 
makes the biggest change in its history. With a new format, new name, new dates and new au-
diences, SIHH becomes Watches & Wonders Geneva: an unprecedented concept, now in associa-
tion with the City and the Canton of Geneva

The Salon, hosting some 30 of the most prestigious watch and jewellery maisons, will take place 
at Palexpo. More outward-looking, more experiential, more interactive and more connected, it will 
deliver a wealth of original content and experiences. This is where exhibitors will give exclusive 
previews of their new collections to professionals, journalists, VIP guests and other enthusiasts. 
Building on the previous year’s success, the Lab will showcase even more of the latest technolo-
gical innovations from the exhibiting maisons, as well as from start-ups of interest to the industry. 
The Live will offer world-first access to international product launches, exclusive announcements 
and keynotes by influential speakers. “In the City” goes behind the scenes and showcases the 
fabulous expertise of the most prestigious names in watchmaking. Exhibitions, walking tours, ini-
tiations to watchmaking and visits to manufactures, along with boutique presentations, museum 
open houses, conferences, conversations with industry players and more will make up a rich and 
varied program that is open to everyone – a truly inclusive and immersive event which enjoys the 
support of the City and the Canton of Geneva. 

www.watchesandwonders.com



NEW – A new sand beach in Geneva city center

Geneva locals and tourists will be able to enjoy the pleasure of a new leisure area by the lake. 
Open to all, friendly and free, the new Eaux-Vives public beach will provide an unexpected access 
to the lake and will definitely become an amazing oasis in the heart of the city. With a size of 1,312 
feet long (400m), the Eaux Vives sand beach will host between 6,000 to 8,000 people all year long. 
By 2020, a fully completed new harbor will transform this neighborhood as the new Geneva Ma-
rina and as THE place to be in the city all summer. There will be three pontoons where 226 boats 
and 245 dinghies will be moored, as well as an esplanade with six huts for professional fishermen.

www.ge.ch

EXPERIENCE – Make your own Swiss watch in Geneva

Initium offers a complete immersion in the fascinating world of mechanical timepieces. Its ambi-
tion is to reveal the secrets of watchmaking, an ancestral skill which over the centuries has beco-
me synonymous with an entire region, an entire country. Lessons in theory and practice from a 
master watchmaker help you pierce the mysteries of a mechanical movement. Screwdriver and 
tweezers in hand, experience the unique thrill of seeing the beating heart of the watch you assem-
bled come to life. Leave your everyday cares behind while Initium gives you the unforgettable 
experience of becoming a genuine watchmaker for the day or half-day.

www.initium.ch

EXPERIENCE – Private Chocolate Flavours tour

Experience Geneva’s award-winning chocolate creations in a delightful walking tour with Gene-
va Food Tour’s top specialists. During this 3-hour walking tour, you will taste local creations and 
discover the universe of chocolate in Geneva. You’ll visit 5 chocolate factories and patisseries, one 
of which saw celebrities like Winston Churchill, Grace Kelly, JF Kennedy and Charles de Gaulle 
purchasing its delicacies.

www.localflavourstours.com 

CONTACT & INFORMATION

Guillermo Garnica, Geneva Tourism & Conventions Foundation, Box 164 P.O., 1211 Geneva 1, Switzerland 

guillermo.garnica@geneve.com  –  www.geneve.com

EXPERIENCE – Best Christmas Market in Geneva

Experience a new and enchanting Christmas Village in the beautiful surroundings of Parc des 
Bastions in the center of town! This will be THE place to get you in the Christmas mood. Taste local 
specialties such as raclette and fondue, sweet treats and enjoy a glass of warming mulled wine, 
while you stroll around the stalls offering traditional crafts and Christmas handicrafts. The ice-ska-
ting rink promises loads of fun for the little ones. The new Christmas Village, which will stretch over 
8.000 square meters, will consist of traditional wooden cabins selling local food and drinks and 
offering special Christmas shopping in a traditional Swiss yuletide setting! A special lounge bar of-
fering wintry drinks, including mulled wine, will be the place to hang out with family and friends.  
Try a traditional Swiss meal such as a cheese fondue or raclette in a typical Swiss wooden chalet, 
or opt for a luxurious lobster roll.

www.geneve.com



VAUD / LAKE GENEVA REGION 
(LAUSANNE-MONTREUX RIVIERA)

WHAT TO EXPECT IN 2020 ?

The Canton of Vaud (Lake Geneva Region) is located in the French-speaking part of Western Switzerland. 
It is an enduring, picture-postcard destination of classic mountain beauty, refined cuisine and legenda-
ry hotels. The region is seemingly timeless, with lakeside promenades, steamships and five-star Belle 
Époque-era hotels. Visitors come for wine tastings in the Lavaux vineyards, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site, overlooking Lake Geneva and the Alps. They dine in celebrated Michelin-starred restaurants and 
local brasseries and visit lively farmers markets. Outdoor opportunities are endless, from skiing to hiking, 
biking and walking in the mountains and boating or swimming in Lake Geneva.

Visit www.lake-geneva-region.ch for more information.

HIGHLIGHT – 2020 an exceptional year for sport

As a sporting year that is out of the ordinary, 2020 is set to delight sports fans who will be able to 
watch the world’s best international athletes! Vast areas of the Lake Geneva Region will turn into 
a giant track to welcome the Youth Olympic Games (9-22 January). It will also host unique events 
such as the IIHF Ice Hockey World Championships in Lausanne (8-24 May), the “Pétanque” World 
Championship in Lausanne (16-19 July) and the UCI Road Cycling World Championships in Aigle 
and Martigny (20-27 September). The sporting events take place in exceptional surroundings, with 
an electric atmosphere.

www.vaud-events.ch

HOTEL – Moxy Hotel Lausanne

The Marriott hotel group’s Moxy brand is coming to Switzerland: late 2019 will see the opening of 
the first lifestyle hotel in Lausanne’s Flon district. Moxy hotels are aimed at a new generation of 
travelers who appreciate design, modern technology and excellent value for money. The 3500-m2 
hotel will offer a total of 110 rooms in the very heart of Lausanne’s Flon district.

www.moxy-hotels.marriott.com



HOTEL – Opening of the “VIU” at Villars

On the site of the former Hôtel du Golf, this 4-star establishment takes its latest name from the 
unimpeded views of the peaks from the terrace and south-facing rooms. It aims to attract young 
guests and families, and is being refurbished in contemporary style in two stages. This winter, visi-
tors can benefit from 60 refurbished rooms as well as the lobby and restaurant. The VIU will open 
its spa complex as part of the second stage in the following season.

www.hoteldugolf.ch 

NEW – Plateforme 10, the new arts district in Lausanner

Plateforme 10, a new arts district next to Lausanne rail station, combines the Cantonal Museum 
of Fine Arts (MCBA), the Musée de l’Elysée (photography museum) and the mudac (Museum of 
Contemporary Design and Applied Arts), complemented by the presence of the Toms Pauli and 
Félix Vallotton foundations. This is a genuine cultural platform that aims to overstep the natural 
barriers of each of the institutions on site, in order to give the place an energy and a competitive-
ness that are highly attractive. The first section of Plateforme 10 was inaugurated on 5 October 
2019 with the opening of the MCBA; the Musée de l’Elysée and the mudac will open in 2021.

www.plateforme10.ch

EVENT – Music Times at Chaplin’s World by Grévin

Throughout 2020, Chaplin’s World will celebrate the music of Charlie Chaplin, giving visitors a 
chance to experience a range of tributes to Chaplin the artist, composer, and musician. Starting in 
March, the Manoir de Ban will house the temporary exhibition “The Sound of Chaplin”, curated by 
the Paris Philharmonie and presented exclusively in Corsier-sur-Vevey, Switzerland. With concerts, 
panels, films, conversations, musical performances, 2020 will march to the beat of a whole series 
of events. A musical program for all ages! More information will be available early next year, but 
you can already find the highlights of 2020 on Chaplin’s World website.

www.chaplinsworld.com

EXPERIENCE – Focus on gastronomy in the Canton of Vaud

This year, the Gault&Millau has 101 Vaud restaurants listed with a total of 1,423 points. At the res-
taurant “Hôtel de Ville” in Crissier near Lausanne, Franck Giovannini is the fourth celebrity chef in a 
row to manage the restaurant’s excellent cuisine, proving his success with 19 Gault&Millau points 
as well as 3 Michelin stars for 2019. In Bex, the restaurant “Café Suisse” won two more points in the 
Gault&Millau, and its young chef Marie Robert who is only 30 years old also walked away with 
the prestigious title of “Swiss Chef of the Year 2019� in her pocket. Furthermore, 14 new establish-
ments are now listed in the guide and 10 restaurants were able to get a higher classification in the 
Gault&Millau.

artofliving.lake-geneva-region.ch

EXPERIENCE – Winter offers bookable online

Online users can now book and purchase winter tourism offers directly from the Lake Geneva Re-
gion Tourist Office site. Currently different activities across the whole canton are on offer under this 
theme: first ski experience, night sledging and various packages including an overnight or a meal.

www.myvaud.ch/offers



CONTACT & INFORMATION

In Switzerland:

François Michel, Vice-President, Lake Geneva Region Tourist Office, Box 1125 P.O., 1001 Lausanne, Switzerland 

michel@lake-geneva-region.ch  –  www.lake-geneva-region.ch

In North America:

Conran PR, Mrs Gayle Conran, +212 447 1010

gconran@conranpr.com  –  www.conranpr.com 



MATTERHORN REGION – VALAIS
The Canton of Valais (Matterhorn Region) offers unspoiled nature, fresh mountain air, and 300 days of 
sunshine a year. Amid 45 majestic 4,000m/13,000-ft peaks, including the world-famous Matterhorn, a 
new view of the mountains and an extraordinary panorama is waiting to be discovered around every 
corner – inviting us all to fall in love with the mountains again, all year round!

Valais is the perfect place for adventure seekers: 
In summer, whether hiking, biking, climbing, or skiing on glacier slopes, everyone spending an active 
holiday in the Valais mountains can look forward to a high-altitude adventure. A few examples? Count-
less hiking trails covering a total distance of more than 8,000 km/4,970 mi lead past rushing mountain 
streams, historic “bisses” (historical irrigation canals, typical of the region) and mystical Alpine lakes. 
Alongside this unique natural landscape, Valais also has its very own unique fauna: Blackneck goats, 
Blacknose sheep, Herens cows – each of these traditional breeds share a few qualities with the region’s 
human inhabitants: they are strong and loveable characters.

In winter, the Valais is home to the highest elevation ski area in Switzerland, which guarantees great 
snow cover on its 2,000 km/1,240 mi of slopes. There are 40 resorts in the region, including Zermatt, Saas-
Fee, Verbier, Leukerbad, Portes du Soleil/Région Dents du Midi, and Aletsch Arena.

Furthermore, anyone with an appreciation for natural foods will fall in love with the regional delicacies, 
such as rye bread, saffron, pear brandy, etc. Valais is the largest producer of wine and apricots in Swit-
zerland; however, its many meat and cheese specialties are also world renowned. The rich harvests 
are not only a result of the thousands of hours of sunshine the region enjoys – above all, they reflect the 
heart and soul which the vintners, Alpine herdsmen, and farmers put into their work. Over hundreds 
of years, the people of Valais have learned how to extract superlative quality from the rugged natural 
environment of the mountains.
Come and discover the Valais region in all its unique diversity and fall under the spell of the genuine 
hospitality of its people. Welcome! 

Visit www.visitvalais.ch for more information.



GASTRONOMY – Godswärgjistubu, Historical Restaurant of the Year

The Restaurant Godswärgjistubu in Albinen, near Leukerbad, recently won the “Historical Res-
taurant of the Year” award. The restaurant occupies a beautifully preserved building dating from 
1636, enabling guests to experience part of Valais’ precious cultural heritage.
Make sure to take part in a guided wild mountain herb tour with Sasha-Tsering Tsokhim, a local 
healer of Tibetan descent and owner of the restaurant. He will help you forage for delicious wild 
arugula, cherries, and strawberries and teach you about the medicinal purposes of alpine herbs 
that make their way into your 4-course meal.

www.godswaergjistubu.ch

NEW – Extraordinary excursion to the dam of Emosson and Mont-Blanc

In the heart of Espace Mont-Blanc, midway between Chamonix (F) and Martigny (CH), Verti-
cAlp Emosson, offers you a spectacular and unforgettable experience. Three unique rail systems 
take you to the amazing natural site of Emosson at an altitude of 1,965 m, facing the magnificent 
panorama of the legendary Mont-Blanc. Walk on the Emosson Dam, the second largest water 
reservoir in Switzerland, which is one of three facilities at the site, that include Vieux-Emosson Dam 
and Barberine Dam which are visible until early summer then are submerged by the waters of 
Emosson Lake.

www.verticalp-emosson.ch 

NEW – Aletsch Arena to offer ‘Dynamic’ lift pass prices for Winter 19-20

Effective from 7th December 2019, Aletsch Arena cableway company is introducing a dynamic 
pricing model for its ski passes, similar to the one used by airlines and theatres. Instead of offering 
fixed ski pass prices for the entire winter season, the price for daily and multiday passes will vary 
according to the supply, demand, and seasonal period (pre-season, off-peak season, and peak 
season). In addition, the new price system rewards early bookers and online bookers with lower 
prices. The goal of the new pricing model is to optimize user numbers throughout the winter and 
to attract guests during low-demand times by offering cheaper prices.

www.aletscharena.ch

EXCELLENT – Glacier Express offers premium class railway experience

Since March 2019, a new class is available to Glacier Express passengers in addition to the 2nd 
and 1st class coaches: The “Excellence Class”. The new premium class is sure to impress with its 
high-quality full-service offerings (5-course meal including wine, afternoon tea, concierge, etc.) 
and its modern yet warm design. Thanks to the comfortable window lounge seating, each of the 
20 travelers in Excellence Class will be treated to truly exceptional views during the 8-hour journey 
across the Swiss Alps. Group reservations are open as of now – individual travelers can place their 
booking 90 days prior to their travel dates.

www.glacierexpress.ch

WHAT TO EXPECT IN 2020 ?



CONTACT & INFORMATION

Mario Braide, Valais Matterhorn Region, Rue Pré-Fleuri 6, 1951 Sion, Switzerland

mario.braide@matterhornregion.ch  –  www.visitvalais.ch

EXPERIENCE - Meet the St. Bernard dogs at their place of origin

This year, the Gault&Millau has 101 Vaud restaurants listed with a total of 1,423 points. At the res-
taurant “Hôtel de Ville” in Crissier near Lausanne, Franck Giovannini is the fourth celebrity chef in a 
row to manage the restaurant’s excellent cuisine, proving his success with 19 Gault&Millau points 
as well as 3 Michelin stars for 2019. In Bex, the restaurant “Café Suisse” won two more points in the 
Gault&Millau, and its young chef Marie Robert who is only 30 years old also walked away with 
the prestigious title of “Swiss Chef of the Year 2019� in her pocket. Furthermore, 14 new establish-
ments are now listed in the guide and 10 restaurants were able to get a higher classification in the 
Gault&Millau.

www.barryland.ch



SWISS IN GENEVA
SWISS is the airline of Switzerland. But what would Switzerland be without the Swiss Romandy – the 
creative talent of the west, with its finger on the pulse of culture, its unparalleled savoir-vivre and a 
passion for innovation that never ceases to impress the rest of the country? SWISS is proud to connect 
Western Switzerland with Europe

Visit www.swiss.com for more information.

The Swiss Romandy – the most beautiful gate to Europe and the rest of the world

Western Switzerland is always worth a visit – home to picturesque places like St-Ursanne on the river 
Doubs, impressive cities such as Neuchâtel, famous for its castle, the spectacular scenery of Lavaux, 
cultural highlights such as the Montreux Jazz Festival near to the glistening waters of Lake Geneva. 
Thanks to SWISS and Geneva Airport, Romandy has also become an exciting place to take off on your 
travels:

SWISS connects Geneva directly to
47 different cities and – via Zurich – to
more than 100 other destinations in nearly 50 countries.

A bespoke travel experience for SWISS passengers in Geneva

At SWISS, our passengers’ needs are at the heart of our concerns. That’s why we developed new pro-
ducts and services that meet the expectations of every customer. Our aim? To offer excitement and an 
unprecedented experience, well-before arriving at destination. 

Our passengers can benefit from a wide range of services in Geneva and make their journey with SWISS 
even more comfortable. SWISS Airport Shuttle Geneva offers a convenient, ‘round-the-clock door-to-
door’ service for departing and arriving flight guests. Passengers book online and gets the possibility to 
choose between private transportation for maximum privacy or to ride with other travellers to lower the 
cost of his ride. At the airport, they can save time at check-in by taking advantage of the Fast Bag Drop 
counters by simply scanning the boarding pass. It is also possible to bypass the lines by purchasing 
access to the Priority Lane. On board, our guests can enjoy the SWISS Saveurs menu, a new inflight 
gastronomic experience, which is included for SWISS Business and available for purchase for SWISS 
Economy travellers. Last but not least, travellers headed to London will appreciate the SWISS Personal 
Airport Service, that gives access to a private terminal and limousine transfer to the aircraft door. 


